STC Minutes — 20.04.2023
TO BE RATIFIED AT FULL COUNCIL MEETING - 18.05.2023

SHIENAL

SHREPSHIRE

SHIFNAL TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting of Shifnal Town Council
Held at Shifnal Community Hub, Tudor Way, Shifnal, TF11 8DJ
on Thursday 20" April 2023, commencing at 7.00 pm
Agenda dated 14" April 2023

Present: Councillors: R. Cox {Chair) _
E. Bird, K. Booker, T. Clayton, J. Coulson, B. Hadden, L. Jenks, D.
Marriott, E. Moore, J. Moore, T. Tarran, P, Williamson
In attendance: D. Reynolds (Town Clerk)
H. Howse (Secretary)
ClIr, K. Turley (Shropshire Council)
606/22 Fire Safety Announcement
This was given by the Chairman, Mayor Roger Cox.
607/22 Public Session
No members of the public present.

608/22 Shropsﬁire Councillors’ Question Time

i) Manhole cover outside Nan's Café in the town: Confirmation received that the
permanent repair is scheduled to be completed on 20t/21st April.

ii) Vehicle parking on the grass verge at the bottom of Church Street just prior to the
roundabout with Innage Road: ClIr E. Bird confirmed he had forwarded the concerns
to Shropshire Council Highways Department and awaits a response.

i) 5106 Works: Ciir K. Turley advised that he met with Alex Edwards and David Gradwell
on Monday 17t April 2023. Discussions promising and understand that plans will be
coming shortly to the Planning Committee for consideration. Clir R. Cox agreed that
the scheduled meeatings with the Town Clerk, Clir T. Tarran, Alex Edwards and himself
were also working well and with Alex coming on board has provided a focal point.
Hopefully that will continue and the works in question will get done in a timely fashion.

609/22 Commencement of Business
Clir R. Cox thanked the councillors for attending the meeting.

610/22 Apologies received from Councillors

Councillor J. Horne — prior commitment
Councillor G, Tonkinson - health
Councillor Z. Turner — prior commitment

NOTED.
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Regards and thanks were NOTED from Clir G. Tonkinson.
611/22 Declaration of Members' Interest

To recsive declarations about any items under consideration on this agenda in accordance with
the Localism Act 2011, the Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations
2012 and Shifnal Town Council Code of Conduct. Declarations may be of a pecuniary or non-
pecuniary nature.

Clir R. Cox - 'tem 615/22 (iii) — Pecuniary
Clir R. Cox - ltem 619/22 - Pecuniary

612/22 Minutes of Previous Meetings

{i) The Minutes of the Full Council Meeting of the Town Council held on Thursday 231
March 2023 were CONFIRMED and SIGNED.

Clir K. Turley left the meeting at 19:05 hours.
613/22 Accounts

i) The monthly payment schedule to 14" April 2023 was APPROVED.

614122 Estates Committee

i} The draft Minutes from the Estates Committee meeting held on 3% April 2023 were
NOTED.

i) The recommendations of the Estates Committee Meeting held on 3 April 2023 were
CONSIDERED:-

a) Recommend to Full Council to ACCEPT three double sided EV charging points (6
parking spaces) in Aston Street Car Park. APPROVED.

b) Recommend to Full Council the placement of the King's Coronation
Commemorative plague donated by the Lord Lieutenant of Shropshire to the
frontage of the Library building on Broadway. APPROVED.

iii) The placement of EV charging points at Broadway (6 sockets} and Victoria Road (8
sockets} were CONSIDERED.

The proposed units are 7.2 kWh. Confirmation has been received that anything over
7kWh is considered fast charging.

Following a debate on the topic a proposal was moved to not support the placement of
EV charges on Broadway or Victoria Road at this present time. APPROVED.

615/22 Planning Commiitee

i) The draft Minutes from the Planning Committee Meeting held on 6% April 2023 were
NOTED.

i) A report on the Shropshire Local Plan by Clir J. Moore was NOTED,

Clir R. Cox left the room at 19:25 hours for item (iii). V
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The planning applications report to 6 April 2023 were NOTED.

Clir R. Cox returned to the meeting at 19; 27 hours.

616/22 Chairman’s Meeting

)

ii}

The report from the Chairman’s Meeting held on Wednesday 4% April 2023 was
NOTED.

The recommendations of the Chairman's Meeting held on 4" April 2023 were
CONSIDERED.

a) Recommend to Full Council to CONSIDER the list of projects and priority rating as
documented in the Chairman’'s Report dated 4™ April 2023 for ratification into a
strategic plan. APPROVED.,

617/22 Shifnal Town Regeneration Advisory Committee

f)

i)

i)

The report from the Shifnal Town Regeneration Adviscry Committee held on 30th
March 2023 was NOTED.

The summary report from the Town Clerk on the initial engagement with Shropshire
Council on 8% March 2023 was CONSIDERED.

Clir B. Haddon provided the following comments:-

» Clir B. Haddon stated that he was faitly critical of the report. In January after
the December Council meeting, the Town Clerk/Cllr B. Haddon wrote to
Shropshire Council about the importance of the regeneration plan and it took
until 8th March for a response. This resulted in a meeting solely for the Town
Clerk who had not been involved at that stage and it was a closed meeting.

* There appears to be total disregard for the regeneration plan and summary
report that was provided with no mention of them.

¢ There was no answer to the request for Delegation of Powers at meeting.

¢ The report plays down the amount of work that has been done over a number
of months.

« Not sure why Shropshire Council are asking Good 2 Great for a proposal noted
by Shropshire Council rather than coming to Shifnal Town Council.

» Clir B. Haddon expressed his concern at using the Oswestry Business
Development Plan as a basis for Shifnal proposals and that they can retain
and manage resources without a long term commitment to regeneration. This
perception could be wrong and therefors we need the opportunity to meet with
nominated officers from Shropshire Council. Long term, Clir B. Haddon is
hesitant that Shifnal Town Council should rely on Shropshire Council for the
future regeneration of the town.

The report and Clir B. Haddon's concerns were NOTED.
A copy of the LGA General Powers of Competence was NOTED.

Averbal report by Cllr B. Haddon on the activity of Market Towns in Shropshirg §n toyn
regeneration was CONSIDERED.
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Clir B. Haddon provided an assessment of where Shifnal stands in comparison to
neighbouring market towns and the initiatives each are actively engaging with. Shifnal
would appear to be lagging behind. Clir. Haddon believes Shifnal Town Council needs
to work with Shropshire Council, as well as gain General Powers of Competence and
requires a full commitment from council to pursue both,

The Town Clerk confirmed that she had chased the two [ead officers from Shropshire
Council by phone and email but has not received a response and will continue to pursue
urgently. ACTION.

The Town Clerk confirmed there was some good news in that she has further
investigated with SALC/NALC the ability for Shifnal to hold markets without General
Powers of Competence. The Food Act 1984 gives us the powers to instigate or
provide a market. One large caveat would be if there are any existing markets within a
7 mile radius we could not proceed without their express permission to do so.

Clir J Moore confirmed that following a discussion with Street Works at Shropshire
Council, that even to use the tarmac area in front of Patons in the town, Shifnal Town
Council would need to apply for a road closure notice and if used for a market would
need a street traders licence.  This would mean it would cost a lot of money if we
wanted to use the tarmac area.

The Town Clerk advised there was a consultation with Shropshire Council on street
trading last year which Shifnhal Town Council engaged with. We did inform them that
we would consider taking over the street trading of that particular area, as well as
Whealtfield Park, and in that case there was no obligation for each individual to obtain
a licence, they would go through ourselves. The outcome of the consultation has not
yet been published and the policy is still awaited. We have noted our interest in this
area and it would help us if we had those powers in the future,

These matiers were all NOTED

618/22 Mayor’s Report

i)

Mayor’s Ball

a) A verbal update by Mayor, Clr R. Cox regarding the Mayor's Ball was
CONSIDERED.

e 70 tickets sold for the event. Thanks to the councillors supporting the
event,

* There are a number of prizes for both the raffle and auction.

» Clir R Cox thanked L. Pritchard and Clir E. Moore for arranging and co-
ordinating the event.

King’s Coronation

&) The King's Coronation schedule of events were NOTED.
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The Commemorative plaque unvelling will take place on Sunday 7th May at 12
noon outside the Library.

There is a full weekend of events and the Mayor requested councillors to support.

iif) A verbal report from Mayor, Clir R. Cox to include Mayoral meetings held since the last
Full Council meeting were NOTED.

¢« Aftended the High Sheriff Legal Service on 261 March for the hand over from
Selina Graham to Mandy Thom. Welcome letter to be sent to Mandy Thorn.
ACTION.

»  On 29" March the Singing for Shifnal event took place with Shifnal District Male
Voice Chair, 1dsall School and Shifnal Primary School.

» Aitended the Shropshire Business Growth Group networking meeting at the
Park House Hotel on 18t April to talk about Shifnal Town Council. This would
be a good resource to tap into for the Regeneration Advisory Commitiee.

Mayor, Clir R. Cox left the meeting at 19.44 hrs due to a declared inferest. Chair of the meeting was
handed over to Clir E. Moocre.

619/22 SITS Update
Clir P. Williamson provided the following update:-

» Still an issue as reported last month in relation to the two outstanding hanging basket
poles as part of the contract with Shropshire Council to install. As agreed we advised
Shropshire Council that we would settle the invoice upon completion of the contract in
full.  Since then an officer from Shropshire Council has been in communication with
the Town Clerk.

e The SITS working group believe that the timeline between McPhillips advising
Shropshire Council that the two posts could not be installed in the desired location, the
requirement for new locations from STC and McPhillips leaving site is deemed to be
an unreasonable timeframe.

* Four alternative locations have now been provided. However, Shropshire Council have
issued a bill for the additional work fo install the two posts for £3,100 as McPhillips have
to return to site. They have offered to reduce the original bill to £28,146.

e The SITS Working Group have asked the Town Clerk to issue a response to Shropshire
to convey that Shifnal Town Council expect Shropshire to deliver on the contract in full.
This has been issued today (20 April).

» The Town Clerk was asked to send a copy of the email response to Shropshire Council
to Lezley Picton and the Finance Department. ACTION

+ Clr P, Williamson proposed to wait for a reply from Shropshire Council. APPRQVED.

Clir R. Cox returned to the meeting at 20.01 hrs and resumed Chair for the remainder of the\thepting.
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620/22 Town Clerk Report

The Town Clerks Action Report to 14t April 2023 was NOTED.

A report on the Easter Egg Hunt that {ook place over the Easter weekend was NOTED.
Thanks were conveyed {o Lucie Pritchard by the Town Clerk and Mayor on behalf of
counci! for creating and implementing this initiative which was well received by the
public.

A proposal to gift the remaining unused Easter Eggs to Shifnal Foodbank was
APPROVED. ACTION.

Library closure dates for the May Bank Holidays and King's Coronation were NOTED.

The communication received from the Chairman of the Shifnal & District Male Voice
Choir was NOTED.

A verbal update by the Town Clerk concerning the forthcoming Annual Town meeting
in May 2023 was CONSIDERED.

+ Open Day format on 34 May between 2pm and 7pm at the Community Hub.

¢ A number of organisations have accepted the invitation to join us on the day

o The dofficial part of the meeting will take place at 6pm which will cover last year’s
Annual meeting report, together with a report on this year's activities and

progress.

o There will be a Councillor Surgery from 2pm to 7pm and Mayor, Clir R. Cox
requested councillors to help on the day.

e Eventto be publicised on notice boards, website and social media.

* To gain more interest the Town Clerk advised that the Spiderman character
that appeared previously for the Christmas Market was available to hire for the
Saturday prior to the event and hand out leaflets at a cost of £150.00
APPROVED.

621/22 Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960

622/22

It was APPROVED that “pursuant to the Local Government Act 1972 s100A and Schedule
12A, the following items will be likely to disclose exempt information and in accordance with
the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings} Act 1960 the public and press be
excluded for the remainder of the meeting”.

H. Howse left the meeting at 20:13 hours,

Staff Matters

i} The draft minutes of the Employment Committee meeting held on 6% April 2023 were
NOTED.

fi) To CONSIDER the recommendations of the Employment Committee meeting held 6n

6th April 2023:-
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Following consideration of the confidential report from the Employment Committee
meeting held on 6™ April 2023 members considered the following recommendation.

a) Recommend to Full Council a virement of £8,000.00 to Temporary Staffing
Budget Line (LGA 1972 s.112(2) from General Reserves to cover sick Leave.
APPROVED.

The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 20.17 hrs
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