
                                      SHIFNAL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP  

                                       Minutes of the meeting held on 4th   December 2015 

1. PRESENT 

Chris Raine Chair), Robert Harrop (Shifnal Town Council), Trevor Tarran, Tim Day, Bob Vincent, 

Andrea McWilliams (Shropshire Council), Mac Sandal ( Shifnal Town Clerk) 

2. APOLOGIES 

Andy Mitchell (Shifnal Town Council), 

3. SHIFNAL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 2014-2026 – Submission Stage Consultation  

The 3 documents had been circulated. Members of the Steering Group were thanked for their 

intensive work during the last 2 weeks on reading the final draft documents to identify any 

amendments for consistency and language et al that needed to be made.  

The Steering Group agreed that the documents could be signed off by them for presentation 

to the Town Council for their sign-off prior to submission the Shropshire Council.  

4. REPORT FOR THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING ON 17 DECEMBER 2015. 

The report drafted by CR was agreed along with the recommendation for the Town Council.  

5. PRODUCING A SUMMARY OF THE PLAN 

It was agreed that a summary of the Plan should be produced for distribution to all 

households. This could not be finalised until after the independent examination of the Plan. 

An example of a summary produced by the Tettenhall NP , one of the pilot councils was 

circulated. It was agreed that BV would obtain some initial costs for design and print of an 8 

page summary and also for distribution to all households in the Parish.  

It was highlighted by AM that there was potential grant funding available to local councils 

from Shropshire Council to help with the costs for publicising local plans and similar 

documents and AM would circulate a copy of the Application Form.  

It was noted that there would also need to be copies of the final Plan printed although 

numbers and format would need to be considered as these were substantial documents.  

6. PROGRESSING THE NON-POLICY ACTIONS 

Shifnal Forward had agreed at their last meeting to work in a Task Group format on agreed 

priority projects. There would be a discussion about this at their next steering Group meeting 

on 10th December and the NPA`s would be considered along with other projects. 

 

 



7. THE FUTURE OF PLACE PLANS  

Shropshire Council had written to Town and parish Clerks to say that they were not 

undertaking a review of Place Plans this year but will “instead be using the time to identify the 

approach we need to take to Place Plans in the future”. This was said to be in response to 

feedback they have received which shows that there is limited change from year to year in 

most case. They go on to say “ if you believe your priorities have changed significantly from 

last year please get in touch and we will handle these by exception.”  

Clearly in Shifnal`s case with the work on the Neighbourhood Plan there is a clear set of 

community priorities and a vision for the Town looking forward to 2026. So there is a need to 

update and revise the Place Plan.  

There is going to be a working Group set up and Shifnal`s Town Clerk has already volunteered 

to be included on that group. The brief for this group is “to redesign and ultimately refocus 

what a Place Plan looks like and the vaue it can bring to communities and the public sector.” 

The Steering Group had already agreed that there should be one Implementation/Action Plan 

for the Town so this is an opportunity for NP Actions to be intergrated with a redesigned Place 

Plan which can now in Shifnal`s case be led by the Community Priorities and Vision outlined in 

the NP.  

It was agreed that the Town Clerk would look for a date for a meeting to discuss ideas and 

proposals including TT, CR, RH and Andy Mitchell.  CR and TT offered to do some research and 

develop some initial ideas to support the Town Council with this work as it was important for 

the implementation of the NP and key Non–Policy Actions supported by the NP.  

It was agreed that there should be a report back to a meeting of the Steering Group in 

January.  

8. MEETING WITH CLLR MAL PRICE, SHROPSHIRE PORTFOLIO HOLDER FOR REGULATORY 

SERVICES HOUSING AND COMMISSIONING 

It was noted that CR, TT and h would be attending a meeting on Monday 7th December with 

Cllr Mal Price along with members of the Shifnal Forward Steering Group to discuss Planning 

Policy, and other related issues to ensure that Shifnal`s interests are adequately reflected.  CR 

will forward him a copy of the NP for information.   

9. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING  

The date of the next meeting is  Friday 15th  January 2016  10.00am.  


