
Mayor’s Report 
By Mayor Councillor Roger Cox  

INTRODUCTION 

Hello, it is me again, The Mayor.  I hope you are all keeping well and enjoying the summer. How did you 
cope when the mercury in the barometer hit 40 degrees in July?  A few uncomfortable days for 
everyone.  
 

After a hectic start to my mayoral role, my Gold Handled Scissors have had a quiet time.  So, what have I 
been doing?  
 

 20th June: I spent a thoroughly enjoyable morning 
representing Shifnal Town Council at the annual 
Armed Forces Week flag raising ceremony at the 
Village Hall. This was a well-supported community 
event with representatives from all the local 
schools, churches, Royal British Legion, RAF 
Cosford, local community groups and members of 
the public in attendance. We were all there to 
show our support and gratitude to the Armed 
Forces family both past and present.  

 

7th August: On a sunny Sunday afternoon, Mayoress Ms Joanne Oliver and I were delighted to accept an 
invitation to the Mayor of Market Drayton Civic Service.  A number of other local Mayors and guests 
were also in attendance. Following the service, we were escorted back to the Town Hall by the Town 
Crier “Oyez, oyez, oyez” where we had some light refreshments with delightful cakes. A most enjoyable 
afternoon.  
 

UPDATE AROUND THE TOWN  

25th June: Shifnal Carnival  
It was great to see this event in full swing this year and, in my opinion, it was a wonderful uplifting event 
for the Town. Despite a few heavy showers when the parade around the town took place it did not 
dampen the enthusiasm of the performers or the spirits of the spectators. I surprised myself with my 
darts skill, winning a goldfish, now called ‘Bob’!  
 
Well done to the Carnival Committee and volunteers for their hard work arranging this successful event. 
I am looking forward to next year already.  
 

Shifnal Town Council  
We welcome a new member of the team, James Ellis, who is our Estates Officer. You will see him out 
and about in his van carrying out his duties. Do say hello if you see him around.  
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Exciting news Shifnal Town Council has recently launched its new and updated website which has 
received lots of positive feedback.  When you get chance have a look for yourself.  There is lots of useful 
information on the site.   
Shifnal Town Council  
 

Shifnal Integrated Transport Scheme  
Work seems to be progressing at pace again, with new parking bays being constructed along Bradford 
Street.   It is my understanding the Scheme completion date is the end of November. I am sure we will 
all be glad to see the removal of all the cones and barriers. In my opinion the paving around the clock 
looks really smart, what do you think? The clock is also due for a service and clean shortly. You may have 
noticed the roses in the planters in front of the shops have been removed.  They have been re-planted 
in the Millennium Sensory Garden and hopefully they will become established and flower in the future.  
 
Public Toilet Refurbishment  
I can confirm the tender documentation for these works has been issued, with a tender return date, 
adjudication and contractor appointment to take place in early September. The aim is for the work to 
start in October. There is also an intention to replace the paving slabs around the Toilets to match the 
new paving on the adjacent footpaths.  
 
Shifnal Library  
I visit the library on a regular basis and it is good to see the whole community making use of this 
excellent facility.  The more people that use it the better. It will be closed for approximately two weeks 
in September when the windows will be  replaced.  Look out for the exact dates so you can stock up on 
your reading matter.  
 
Aston Street Allotments  
Work has started to bring redundant and overgrown Allotments back into service. I was surprised to find 
out there are 38 people on the waiting list. The Town Council will make contact when the new plots are 
available. I have been to the Allotments on numerous occasions and have seen a number of people 
reaping the benefits of growing their own fruit and vegetables.  There is nothing better than eating fresh 
own-grown produce.  
 
Anti- Social Behaviour  
I am disappointed to report a couple of incidents around the Town.  At Curriers Lane Park, damage has 
been caused to the rubber matting around the See Saw play equipment.  As a result it has been fenced 
off and unable to be used.  This will be repaired in August at a cost to the Council but, equally as 
important, the local Children are deprived of having enjoyment and fun during their six-week holiday. 
There was also an incident at Wheatfield Park where someone set fire to a piece of clothing that had 
been left behind by a visitor to the park!  
 
I do not call damaging equipment and setting fire to things having fun, do you?  
 
Hopefully, I will not have to raise this issue again.  
  
  
  
  

https://www.shifnaltowncouncil.gov.uk/
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New Medical Centre, Haughton Road  
I am sure we are all looking forward to the opening of the New Medical Centre. Are we any closer?  
 
A representative from Shifnal Town Council attended a meeting of the Patient Participation Group for 
the Practice on the 10th June. The update given was that the delay in the new surgery has been due to 
waiting on the CCG (Clinical Commissioning Group) and NHS to sign off the paperwork. All approvals 
have been given, the tender completed and a contractor appointed. Finance is in place and as soon as all 
necessary paperwork is finalised work will start. Hoping that will be in August with a 52–60-week 
construction programme with the aim for the surgery to be operational before Christmas 2023.  Watch 
this space, hopefully not another false dawn!  
 
Local Plan  
This has come to the forefront in recent weeks. Shropshire Council held a two week  Examination 
Hearing. Shifnal Town Council and partners, along with our Consultants, were in attendance,  You would 
have seen the event covered in the local press and  we wait a further update in the Autumn. There was 
even a suggestion Shropshire should pick up a shortfall in the housing allocation for the Black 
Country!  Why? We will keep you informed.  
 
Shifnal Shuttle  
Just a reminder that the Shifnal Shuttle is raring to go and it is 
something that can be used by the whole community, so let’s see 
it out and about.   Look out for new services due to be launched 
in September.   They are always looking for volunteer drivers and 
training can be easily arranged.      
 
If you have any questions please 
email info@friendlybus.co.uk or call 01952 881145 between 
9am and 1pm, Monday to Friday  
  
See you next time Cllr Roger Cox  
 


